City of Charleston

JOoHN J. TECKLENBURG

MAYOR
April 15,2021

Dr. Edward Simmer

S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control
2600 Bull Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Dr. Simmer:

On behalf of the city of Charleston, | would like to express to you my concern regarding the permit request
that has been made for Phase 1C of the Oak Bluff Cluster Development, located at 1229 Clements Ferry
Road in Charleston.

Throughout ongoing conversations with the Preservation Society of Charleston, the Gullah Society, the
Cainhoy Methodist Church and Cemetery Corporation, and the Daniel Island Historical Society, it has
become increasingly clear to me that the development in question poses a direct threat to an unmarked
African American burial ground located near the McDowell Cemetery site. It is my understanding that the
presence of these gravesites became known following an archaeological data recovery commissioned by
the land’s previous owner, and that the burial locations have been verified by living relatives of the
deceased.

While our collective work continues to tell our city’s full story and right our historic wrongs, discoveries
like these present a unique opportunity to move forward with a sense of care and compassion that so many
of our citizens were denied in years past.

As these unmarked graves will likely be disrupted as a result of the excavation and grading planned for
Phase 1C of the pending development, | am urging you, and all those involved in this process, to take the
utmost care in ensuring that these human remains continue to be protected so that the families of those lost
may continue to grieve in peace.

Please feel free to reach out to me if you care to discuss this matter further.

Most sincerely yours,

mbcklenburg

Mayor, City of Charleston
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